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Interpreter Service 

Port Phillip Community Group is committed to providing 
accessible services to everyone from all culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds. If you have difficulty 
in understanding this guide contact us on (03) 8589 
6600, and we will arrange assistance for you.

Welcome...  
To the 2014 Annual Report

Treasurer Report
The financial information included is from the Port Phillip Community 
Group’s Annual Financial Report year ending 30 June 2014.

$1,520,970   income
 

$1,182,477   Expenses

$338,493 Surplus
The auditor’s report continues to indicate that the Port Phillip 
Community Group is in a sound financial position. Total income 
for 2014 is $1,520,970 derived from grants, donations, interest 
and income. Total expenditure to deliver our programs in 
2014 was $1,182,477. There was a net surplus of $338,493. A 
number of projects are ongoing and their unspent monies are 
held as Grants in Advance. PPCG continues to operate under a 
responsible budget in a challenging financial environment.

Bernard Joffe Treasurer

Chair/EO Report
The 2014 Annual Report is an opportunity to celebrate 
everything that has been achieved and commit to Port 
Phillip Community Group’s vision for a socially just 
community through social action, advocacy and innovation. 
Our mission to bring about a more inclusive and equitable 
society in the City of Port Phillip has been accomplished 
through innovative and responsive services.  

“A positive year with a great team  
and wonderful supports.” 
PPCG extends it’s appreciation to staff, volunteers and 
supporters who have ensured it continues to make significant 
contributions to people’s lives. PPCG’s board is committed 
to the future strategic growth as the organisation strives to 
improve community resilience and social justice.

jeffrey Lyons Chair, David Atkins eo
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WHAT IS IN 
THIS REPORT?

This report contains 
information about 
our community, our 
goals, our work and 
our partnerships 
over the past year.
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A full copy of this report with the 2014 
financial reports can be downloaded 
from our website ppcg.org.au/about-us  
or by calling (03) 8598 6600 or 
emailing info@ppcg.org.au

< Cover photo by Chris Cassar. 
Homelessness Person’s Week (Jennifer, 
Rachel, Katie, Toby and Tony)
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Five minutes of fame
Five Minutes of Fame is a quarterly open mic extravaganza, providing an 
opportunity for Port Phillip’s fringe-dwelling performers to stand centre stage.  
It also provides a socially stimulating night of entertainment for those who may not 
otherwise have access to live performance events. People from all backgrounds and 
abilities are encouraged to get up on stage and perform, dance and cheer. Many of 
the attendees live in supported accommodation and are transported to the venue 
and fed by generous Rotary volunteers.

“Nobody cares if you sing out of tune as long as you give it a go. 
You get good food and entertainment. What more could one ask for.” 
- community member

Emergency Relief  
And Material aid
PPCG’s Emergency Relief in Port Melbourne, South Melbourne 
and St Kilda provided essential services which contributed to 
improved outcomes for vulnerable people, children, families and 
community members by helping address their immediate and 
long term needs in times of crisis. 

PPCG seeks to improve financial resilience and referral pathways 
by identifying effective methods of recognising families at risk 
of homelessness and providing early intervention strategies and 
implementing positive solutions. People’s needs vary greatly 
in terms of the reasons why they require emergency relief and 
in terms of the level and type of support they might need to 
overcome barriers to stabilise their situation.

Building 
strong connections 
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Creating  
a socially just community 

Homelessness WEEK
No Fixed Address was an exhibition featuring poems and art contributed by 
community members who have experienced homelessness. The project was about 
opening our eyes and ears to celebrate those of us who often go unseen and 
unacknowledged. The exhibition was displayed in shop windows along Carlisle 
and Fitzroy Streets and the public were invited to tours conducted by consumer 
representatives from the Inner South Rooming House Network who helped create 
the project in partnership with Port Phillip Community Group.

“I’m really happy to have been involved with the project and met 
many wonderful people because of it” - working group contributor

Photo by Suzanne Phoenix suzannephoenix.com.au

RECREATION 
Access groups
The Recreation Access Groups (RAG) 
program is funded by the City of Port Phillip 
to provide low cost access to mainstream 
recreational activities and enhanced social 
connection for people of all abilities. About 
286 people accessed RAG with about 38% 
being new participants. RAG includes gym, 
swimming, bush walks, tennis and Five 
Minutes of Fame.  People particularly enjoy 
the social and health aspects of the program 
and join more than one activity.

““There is nothing more 
beautiful than someone  
who goes out of their  
way to make life 
beautiful for others.” 
 - Mandy Hale

2311 Food  
provisions

3319 Vouchers 
given to people in need

886 Phone cards 
for people in need

379 Transport cards 
for people in need

Page 05



Port Phillip Community Group 
Annual Report 2013 to 2014

Port Phillip Community Group 
Annual Report 2013 to 2014Supporting

Photo: names/description

Our Voices 
Our Voices is a project that offers people a chance to build their skills and self-
confidence through learning and employment opportunities. People who have 
struggled with issues such as homelessness, drug use or isolation are in a unique 
position to use their knowledge and personal experiences to educate the community. 

“Our Voices has made me feel a lot more secure and confident.   
I feel very valued and respected.” - Program participant

This may be through advocacy, contributing to policy or challenging people’s 
perceptions. Courses offered include the Community Leadership program where people 
learn public speaking, Community Research and Inspired Life where Internet skills are 
taught to help people connect up with and explore their community. 

Supporting 
the needs of people

Learning  
new skills  
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Financial counselling
Financial Counselling is accessed by low income local community 
members. The goal is to empower community members to take 
control of their finances via information, education, support and 
advocacy. Many people report difficulties with inadequate income, 
credit card debt, loan arrears, chronic illness and increased costs of 
living. During the year we responded to 193 inquiries.

> Photo by Russel Cooper (Annie and Obie).  

Alma Road Community 
House (ARCH)
Alma Road Community House (ARCH) hosts a range of 
educational and recreational activities such as computer 
classes, drop in art, playgroups and walking groups. The space 
is hired for activities such as yoga, chess and private parties. 
The Te-Arai Community Garden is a much loved space at the 
rear of ARCH and more gardeners are always welcome.

Community 
Education
Community Education has entered 
an exciting phase with the expansion 
and broadening of its program for 
marginalised and disadvantaged 
learners. Through diverse courses and 
dynamic partnerships with other not-
for-profits including Access Inc., Wild@
heART, Alpha Autism and Galiamble 
Men’s Recovery Centre it’s designed 
to engage participants and encourage 
further learning experiences.

“This painting shows fortunate and unfortunate people under  
a shelter and people out in the cold and the rain and hail.”
> Artwork ‘Shelter for all’ by Leslie Stanley, a Waka Waka man from  
Central Southeast Queensland. He has lived in St Kilda for over 10 years.  
For half of that time he was homeless.

7536  
MALE 
CLIENTS

6750 
FEMALE 
CLIENTS

WE SUPPORT...
Port Phillip Community Group (PPCG) 
supports over 14,000 people from 
the community through social action, 
advocacy and innovation to bring about 
a more inclusive and equitable society.

Our Volunteers: Sunny Acreman, Sally Allard, Michelle Anderson, Van Apthorpe, Chris Arnott, Zoe Arnott, Bibi Curim Baccus, Lillian Baker, 
Lenny Beashel, George Beverley, Bob Bissett, Stephanie Borland, Cathy Boyce, Diane Boyle, Tim Brosman, Neil Brown, Dana Burman, Wendy Butler, 
Eva Carfora, Charlotte Browning, Wendy Butler, Eva Carfora, Kyle Castan, Anna Cave, Kath Chambers, Tina Chiosso, Flo Clark, Ann Conroy, Simon 
Crouch, Noreen Dempsey, Louise Dewar, Cassy Doyle, Chris Ellard, Steven and Beatrix Ewenson, Helen Fallaw, Helen Ferguson, Penny Gale, Katharina 
Glynne, Mary Gray, Naomi Gunnett, Marie Hapke, Glenn Hargrave, Bianca Hatfield, Renee Hawkins, Ian (Mac) Hay, Sue Henderson, Louise Hill, Daniel 
and Naomi Hobson, Cathy Horsley, Aunty Judith Jackson, Bernard Joffe, Caroline Johnson, Deb Kendall, Gretel Heitbaum Kerwin, Verity Kimpton, 
Helga Kleber, Richard Kruse, Jamie Lingham, Jeffrey Lyons, Bernard Mandile, Anna Marinovich, Gary Mannix, Paul McAllister, Sarah McDonnell, 
Amanda McHarry, Deb McIntosh, Jane Mitchell, Carla Mitterlehner, Miriam Vazquez Montero, Anna Moo, Janet Ng, Laura and Joe O’Conor, Pamela 
O’Neil, Vince O’Neil, June Parker, Mario Perrone, Luke Poland, Kate Power, Helen Radden, Amy Rosenfeld, Stella Shaitarna, Diamond Shaw, Elbow Skin, 
Emily Spruce, Shaitarna Stella, Amanda Stevens, Robert Stock, Rev. John Tansey, Rev. Neville Taylor, Peter Tesoriero, Sanam Totabtanki, Miling Toyle, 
Sharon Trebse, Bernadene Voss, Sarah Ward, Katherine Wells, Penne Whyte, Donald Wilson, Natalie Wirth, Robert Wolff, Jessica Wood and Sharni Viz.



“Friendship from PPCG is very 
special – friends for life!”

About Port Phillip  
Community Group (PPCG)
Port Phillip Community Group (PPCG) 
began 40 years ago in the 1970s and 
now operates from St Kilda, Port 
Melbourne, East St Kilda and South 
Melbourne in partnership with the 
City of Port Phillip using a community 
development approach to build, 
strengthen and support an inclusive 
local community. PPCG is co-located 
with the St Kilda UnitingCare Drop-In 
Centre and St Kilda Legal Service. 

Our Vision A socially just community  
in the City of Port Phillip.

Our Mission Port Phillip Community 
Group works with community through 
social action, advocacy and innovation 
to bring about a more inclusive and 
equitable society.

For Information about where you can 
find us and how you can contact us 
please call (03) 8598 6600 or email 
info@ppcg.org.au

For more information ppcg.org.au


